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Berkeley International Office Update Regarding January 27, 2017 Executive Order: 
Protecting the Nation from Terrorist Attacks by Foreign Nationals 

 
On January 27, 2017 President Trump issued an Executive Order entitled Protecting the Nation from Terrorist Attacks by Foreign 
Nationals. This Executive Order contains provisions that seriously impact individuals from particular countries of origin. 
Additionally, effects of the Executive Order’s increased screening procedures will likely have an impact on travel and possibly 
adjudication of USCIS benefits for many other immigrant or non-immigrant visa holders.  

 
Individuals on both Immigrant* or Non-Immigrant Visas from Libya, Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen (ie. 
Nationals of these countries, or including those who were born in or are permanent residents of these countries, or are dual 
nationals) please be aware of the following key issues which directly impact the ability to obtain visas or enter the US.  

• Suspension of Visas and Entry to U.S.- The Executive Order specifically suspends issuance of U.S. visas or permission to 
enter the US for 90 days, starting from January 27, 2017. At this time it is unclear when visa issuance and re-entry 
permission will resume. 

• Possible Suspension of USCIS benefits- The Executive Order also includes wording which suggests that USCIS benefits 
(such as Change of Status, Employment Authorization including OPT and OPT STEM Extensions, H1-B petitions) may 
also be suspended for 90 days from January 27, 2017. 
 
*UPDATE: Department of Homeland Security released a fact sheet on January 29, 2017 invoking an exception to the 
entry ban for Lawful Permanent Residents (AKA: green card holders) of the United States travelling on a valid I-551 
(commonly called green card).  Lawful Permanent Residents will be assessed at arrival ports of entry, and will be 
permitted entry subject to security checks. 
 

Individuals on Immigrant or Non-Immigrant Visas from all other countries please be aware of the following additional issues of 
concern. For the near future, Berkeley International Office recommends minimizing international travel due to the changing 
nature of the new administration’s policies on visas and U.S. entry. 

• Suspension of the Visa Interview Waiver Program (VIWP)- The Executive Order suspends the Visa Interview Waiver 
Program, which allows individuals to apply for visas or visa renewal without an in-person interview. Effective 
immediately, interviews will be required for all visa applications. 

• Increased Screenings, Possible Travel and USCIS Processing Delays- Due to the Executive Order’s suspension of VIWP 
and call for increased scrutiny at the Port of Entry and at consulates and embassies abroad, immigrant and non-
immigrant travelers should expect increased travel delays when applying for a new U.S. visa or when entering the U.S. 
The new Executive Order also suggests that USCIS benefits will undergo increased screening, which is likely to cause 
delays in benefit issuance. 

• Future Changes in Visa Issuance for additional countries- Provisions of the Executive order call for a review of U.S. visa 
issuance procedures in all countries, as well as visa reciprocity provisions. These continuing revisions and reviews may 
result in countries being added to or removed from the visa/entry suspension list, changes in fees, or visa lengths. 

 
We recognize that these changes are both stressful and disruptive, and wish to offer our support and services to any of our 
international students, scholars, or employees who have questions or concerns. Berkeley International Office assures you that 
we are closely monitoring continuing issues impacting our international student, scholar and employee populations. BIO will 
continue to keep our international populations and the campus community up to date on any changes in this situation on our 
Trump Administration Policy Updates & FAQ and via email. Advising hours and appointment information can be found on our 
website: http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us  
 
Sincerely, 
Ivor Emmanuel, Director, Berkeley International Office  
and the Staff of Berkeley International Office 
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