Optional Practical Training (OPT)

17-Month STEM Extension
Tutorial
F-1 International Students

Berkeley International Office (BIO)
2299 Piedmont Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94720
(510) 642-2818
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu

STEM 17 Month Transition
• This tutorial refers ONLY to those students who are continuing a
the 17-Month STEM Extension
• USCIS will no longer accept 17-Month Extension applications
as of May 10, 2016
• See the next slide for information for students transitioning from
17-24 Month STEM OPT
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Special Cases: STEM 17 to 24
Month Transition

• Students with pending or approved 17-month STEM Extensions may be
eligible to transition to a 24 Month STEM request. These students fall into
2 categories:
– RFE Transition to 24 Month Application: Your 17-Month application is still
pending with USCIS after May 10, 2016.
– 7-Month Extension: You have an approved 17-month Extension EAD that
expires ON or AFTER October 7, 2016 (17-month EADS expiring prior to
October 7, 2016 do NOT qualify for the additional 7-Month Extension.)

See the BIO 24-Month STEM website
and Transition page for more
information
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The OPT 17 STEM Extension I-20
You will use the following information when completing
the Form I-765 (part of your application materials):

Page 1 of I-20

Page 1 of I-20: Program of Study Section: Your SEVIS degree
name and “CIP” Code (circled)
What are CIP Codes? Classification of Instructions Programs (CIP)

Page 2 of I-20

codes are published by the National Center for Education Statistics (NES)
& are used by SEVIS to designate a student’s major. Your CIP code
determines whether your major has been designated as a STEM degree.

Page 2 of I-20: STEM Recommendation & Employer Name
OPT STEM applications must be received by USCIS no later than
30 days after this date. Please see an advisor at BIO if there are
concerns that the application will not arrive on time.
The new travel endorsement is valid 6 months. However,
traveling while your OPT STEM Extension application is
pending is NOT allowed if your 12 month OPT has expired.
You must have a valid EAD card to re-enter the US along
with supporting documents

Advisor Name

DSO

Advisor Signature MM/DD/YYYY Berkeley, CA
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Step 3: Receiving the EAD
1.

I-797 Notice of Action from USCIS

2.

If there is a problem…

3.

The Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

4.

Maintaining Status while on OPT STEM Extension

5.

Answers to your Frequently Asked Questions

Return to Application
Process Overview
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I-797, Notice of Action
The Receipt Notice of Action (I-797)
You should receive the notice by mail within 2-4 weeks after
mailing the OPT STEM application to USCIS. If you do not receive
your I-797 within 6 weeks of mailing your application, contact an
advisor at Berkeley International Office.
Important points:
• The I-797 Notice of Action is a very important document. If you
lose the receipt, there is no way to replace it.
• The I-797 is necessary if you want to inquire about the status of
your OPT STEM application
Receipt Number
This is your application case number at the USCIS. Check the status
of your case on the USCIS web site at https://www.uscis.gov
Received Date
This is the date when the USCIS begins processing the application.
(It may not be the actual the application was received, but it is
when the case was entered into the system.)
Address Information
Verify the name and address on the I-765 receipt notice. If it is
incorrect, contact BIO immediately.
Contacting USCIS
If you have any problems or questions with the application, please
contact a BIO advisor before calling the USCIS Customer Service.
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If there is a problem with your
application…
•

If there is a problem with your application, the USCIS will send you a
notice by mail called the “Request for Evidence (RFE).” An RFE does
not mean that your application has been rejected. It simply means
that you need to send in additional documents before your EAD can
be issued.

•

Getting an RFE will delay the processing of your application for OPT
STEM usually by about one month.

•

In some cases, if too many items are missing from your application,
the USCIS will return the entire application to you. If this happens,
you must make the corrections and send the application before the
end date of your 12-month EAD.

To avoid delays, review your application
materials for completeness and sign all the
forms before mailing them to the USCIS.
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The Employment Authorization
Document (EAD)
Average processing time at USCIS is 90 days/3 months.
While waiting, keep these things in mind.
•

Your F-1 status & employment authorization will be
automatically extended for up to 180 days while your OPT
STEM application is pending. You may work during this time.

•

You must have a valid EAD for re-entry to the U.S. If your 12month EAD has expired, you may not travel outside the U.S.

•

You may change or add employers as long as the new employer
also participates in E-Verify. For reporting information, see
Frequently Asked Questions.

•

You must work at least 20 hours per week in your field of study
while on your OPT STEM Extension.

•

You may accumulate up to 120 days of unemployment on OPT
STEM inclusive of any time used during 12-month OPT.

•

If you decide to return to school as a full-time student, you
must request a transfer or a change of level from Berkeley
International Office within 60 days of your EAD expiration date.
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Step 4: Maintain your F-1 Status
1.

Report your address and employer information

2.

Frequently Asked Questions about Employment

3.

Frequently Asked Questions about Travel & Re-entry

Return to Application
Process Overview
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Reporting your Information
While on OPT STEM, you must validate your information every six months and update
Berkeley International Office within 10 days of any changes to the following
information:
•

Your Name

•

Your Residential Address

•

Your Phone & Email Address

•

Employer Information

•

Start Date of Employment

•

Date of departure from the U.S. if you leave prior to OPT STEM end date and want
to end your OPT.

Validate &
Report Changes to
https://io.berkeley.edu/ssu

We recommend saving the website page showing your updated information.

In order to access the ssu.berkeley.edu website, you will need your UCB
Student ID# and SEVIS # (found on your I-20 & starts with N00…).
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
About Employment
What is considered full-time employment on the 17-month OPT
STEM Extension? Students must work at least 20 hours per week for

Can I continue to work while my 17-month STEM Extension OPT
is pending? If a student’s EAD expires while the STEM Extension

an E-Verify employer in a position directly related to the STEM degree.

application is pending, the student is authorized to work until USCIS
makes a decision about the application, but not more than 180 days
from the date the student’s initial OPT EAD expires.

Does volunteer work count as employment? Yes, immigration has
stated that paid and unpaid employment related to the student’s
degree meets the requirement for maintaining status on OPT STE

I have two part-time jobs. One of the employers is enrolled in EVerify but the other is not. Is this allowed? The student may work

What documents should I present to my employer once my 12month OPT expires and my OPT STEM is pending?
The student should present the employer with the expired EAD card and
the form I-20 recommending the student for STEM Extension.

multiple jobs, but all the employers must be enrolled in E-Verify.

How many days of unemployment am I allowed while on the
17-month STEM Extension? Students who receive a 17-month OPT
STEM extension are given an additional 30 days of unemployment for a
total of 120 days over their entire post-completion OPT period.

What counts as unemployment? Each day during the period when
OPT authorization begins and ends that the student does not have
qualifying employment counts as a day of unemployment.

Can I switch employers while my OPT STEM application is
pending? Yes. However, if the 17-month extension period has started,
the employer must also be an E-Verify employer. The student must
report the change in employment to Berkeley International Office. The
advisor must update the student’s employer information in SEVIS and
the student should submit an amended Form I-765 to the appropriate
USCIS Service Center, providing the new employer’s E-Verify number
and a copy of the USCIS receipt notice for the first Form I-765. A brief
letter explaining the submission should also be included. There is no fee
associated with submitting the amended Form I-765.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
About Travel & Re-entry
Can I travel outside the US during my approved OPT period?

Can I renew my visa while on OPT STEM?

Yes. However, if the student whose approved period of OPT has started
travels outside of the US while unemployed, the time spent outside the
United States will count as unemployment against the 90/120-day
limits.

Yes, you are eligible to renew your visa while on OPT STEM. Remember,
that you are still applying for an F-1 non-immigrant visa which means
you must demonstrate ties to your home country. See Applying for a
Visa for a complete list of documents and advice on renewing the visa
during OPT STEM and feel free to discuss your concerns with an advisor.

*If a student travels while employed either during a period of leave
authorized by an employer or as part of their employment, the time
spent outside the US will not count as unemployment.

Can I travel outside the US while my 17-month STEM Extension
OPT is pending?
Travel is NOT allowed after the 12 month OPT has expired and while
the STEM Extension EAD is pending.

Travel is permitted if you have a valid 12 month EAD card for re-entry
along with the documents listed below. See Travel and OPT for a
complete list of documents you will need for travel.

What documents do I need to re-enter the U.S?
If you are eligible for travel, you will need:
• A valid passport with unexpired F-1 visa stamp (if applicable)
• Form I-20, signed on page 3 by an International Student Advisor at
Berkeley International Office within the last 6 months
• Unexpired EAD Card
• Proof of employment (or employment offer)
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http://InternationalOffice.berkeley.edu
internationaloffice@berkeley.edu
510-642-2818

Advising Hours: Monday-Friday
10am-12pm and 1:30pm-4pm

