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Is this webinar for me?

* You have an I-20 or DS-2019 from UC Berkeley

* You are a new F-1/J-1 Degree-seeking Student or new UCEAP
Exchange Student

* A J-1 student has one of the following categories listed in Section 4 of the DS-
2019: STUDENT-NON-DEGREE, STUDENT BACHELORS, STUDENT MASTERS OR
STUDENT DOCTORATE.

* You are NOT a J-1 Scholar, post-doc, or Visiting Student Researcher

* You have questions about current travel and immigration
requirements!

e Other questions: Employment, changing visa categories, academic
issues? Please meet with a BIO advisor!



Enrollment Requirements

* Reminder- F-1/J-1 students are required to enroll full-time.

* Online coursework is very limited! Your enrollment must be primarily in-
person coursework. Only 1 course or 3 units of online coursework is
allowed due to normal F/J visa regulations.

* You can search for classes using the Berkeley Academic guide, which also
allows you to filter for mode of instruction.

e Aclassis 100% online if the course instructional mode mode is listed as
“Online” or “Web-based .

* Courses considered “in-person” are coded with “In Person” instructional
mode



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/current/full-time_reqs
https://classes.berkeley.edu/
https://registrar.berkeley.edu/service-adjustments/modes-of-instruction/
https://registrar.berkeley.edu/service-adjustments/modes-of-instruction/
https://registrar.berkeley.edu/service-adjustments/modes-of-instruction/

Late Arrival?

* BIO will work with students who face arrival difficulties for Spring
2024

* This may include: late arrivals, readmission and return after
deferral/withdrawal, and how to receive updated [-20/DS-2019
documents if needed.

* Arriving after the start of instruction for Spring 20247
Step 1:

e EAP (Exchange) students should contact UCEAP to determine if they will be
allowed to enter after the start of the term.

* Degree seeking students: First contact your academic department to see what
options are possible for you.

Step 2:

e Contact BIO: internationaloffice@berkeley.edu . We'll determine the best next
steps.



mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

Cancellation? Admission Deferral?

* Admissions Deferrals- If you have been approved for an official deferral of your
admission to a future semester, please notify Berkeley International Office. Upon
notification by Admissions or UCEAP of your official deferral, we will work with you
to adjust your [-20 or DS-2019 start date to the future term.

* How do | request a deferral?

 EAP students should contact UCEAP

* Degree-seeking undergraduates will need to contact the Office of Admissions to determine if you
have an option to defer to a future semester.

* Degree-seeking graduate students must communicate with their academic department regarding
any option to defer.

* Withdrawal- Contact Berkeley International Office regarding your
cancellation/withdrawal for approval prior to withdrawal or cancellation.
* Review the Registrar’s Cancellation/Withdrawal information regarding

cancellation/withdrawal processes, impacts to your UC Berkeley admission, tuition/fees,
and deadlines.

* If you intend to attend UC Berkeley in the future, BIO recommends consulting with your College
adviser (undergrads) or your department (graduate) before taking any steps to cancel or withdraw.



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
https://admit.berkeley.edu/faqs/#:%7E:text=Q%3A%C2%A0%20May%20I%20defer%20my%20admission%20to%20next%20fall%3F
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
https://registrar.berkeley.edu/registration/cancellation-withdrawal

What type of visa do 1
need?

Non-immigrant visa

Sponsored by your school

Allow you to remain in the U.S. for
duration of status

Employment benefits

F-1 or J-1? Which status is right for you?



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/fj_compared

Other visa categories that allow study:

H4,J-2, E-2, TD

O© B1, B2, and F-2 prohibit full-time study



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/non-fj
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http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sevis_fee
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/i-20
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/ds-2019
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Apply Early

NIF Processing: 10-15 business days
e F-11-20s & J-1 DS-2019s will be emailed
e See the Arrival Process Timeline for an overview

Visa Processing time

* Wait times for visa appointments and processing
vary by location; apply as early as possible to
avoid delays.

* Find your consulate location and current wait

times.

Visa application fees, forms and appointment
scheduling are all accessible online



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/nif
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/arrivalflowchart.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas.html

Schedule visa
interview
appointment

Complete the
visa application
form

Attend visa
interview

Pay the visa

Pay the SEVIS
fee application fee

Receive visa

Your I-20 or DS-2019

* Certificate of Eligibility; Allows you to apply for an
F-1 or J-1 student visa.

e Contains details about you, your school, and
program of study.

* To request your I-20 or DS-2019, you must
complete the Non-immigrant Information Form

(NIF).

e BIO will email this document to you.

SEVIS ID number is located in the top right corner.

Department of Homeland Security
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cement

1:20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
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A Complete the q Schedule visa q
Receive the I- h P Pay the visa : N Attend visa . .
» visa application [t interview i ; Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 s application fee appointment interview ,

Pay the SEVIS Fee

SEVIS: Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System

Make this payment after receiving SEVIS ID
and at least 3 days before applying for a
visa.

The fee amount is subject to change, you
may pay online at and find the most up-to-
date information at: www.fmjfee.com

Print your receipt after payment!

After paying the SEVIS fee, Canadian citizens do
not need to complete the remaining steps for visa
application. Canadian citizens will apply at the
border with required arrival documents.

and Customs S —-

AT H z
@f" U.S. Immigration
Q&ﬁ() Enforcement m

SEVIS Main Page

Submit Form 1-901
and Fee Payment

Check 1901 Status [

Print Payment
Confirmation

Recent News and
Updates

Contact Us

Call DHS:
(US5)1-703-603-3400

Student and Exchange Visitor Program: SEVIS 1901 Fee  OMB 1653-0034 (Expires 04/20/2015)

Welcome

Welcome to the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)
SEVIS 1-901 Fee processing website.

This site provides automated capabilities that support the payment of the fee for F-1, F-3,
M-1, M-3, and J-1 Non-immigrants required and authorized by Public Law 104-208,
subtitle D, Section 641. Please continue to read below.

Please visit the Recent News and Updates page for up to date information on changes
to the [-901 payment process.

Notice of OMB 1653-0034 Expiration

The OMB number on your receipt shows an expiration date of January 31, 2015. This
date does NOT affect your I-901 payment receipt nor does it mean your fee will expire on
January 31, 2015. It is for government, internal use only.

To complete and submit a new SEVIS Form I-901 and pay the I-901 Fee, click the
Submit Form I-901 and Fee Payment button.

|Submi1 Form I-901 and Fee F‘ayment|

To check the status of your Form I-901 or I-901 Fee payment, click the Check
1-901 Status / Print Payment Confirmation button.

[Check 1-901 Status / Print Payment Confirmation |



http://www.fmjfee.com/
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/entry-us-travel-and-re-entry

. q Schedule visa .
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS Pay the visa 5 5 Attend visa . -
¢ f s interview i i Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 application fee appointment interview

Find the U.S. Embassy e
or Consulate near you = —

APPLY FOR A U.3. VISA

(FE T

APPLYFORAUS.VISA  inindia

* Go to www.usembassy.gov.

* Check your local embassy or consulate’s website for
specific visa application instructions.

Current Consular © EBA00INR=1USD
Exchange Rate

Cwment Rate VAl IO

[ ] LOO k fo r‘ i n St ru Ct i O n S to a p p Iy fo r a N on _I m m igra nt Welcome to the L1.S. Visa Infarmation Service for India. On this website you can find information about U.E

immigrant and nanimemegrant visas and the requirements to aggly for each. You can also leam how o pay the Recent Activity
required visa application fee, and book an interview appointment at the LS. Embassy in Delhi and the U.S

o
VI Sa Consulates General in Kolkaia. Chennal, Mumbai and Hyderatad m Log i 1o Facebook 10 88 whit yo



http://www.usembassy.gov/
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Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS Pay the visa 5 5 Attend visa . -
¢ f s interview i i Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 application fee appointment interview

U.S. VISAS

LS. DEPARTMENT QF STATE - BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS

Form DS-160

Online visa application form for all non-immigrant
visas.

Business Employment Study & Exchange Immigrate Other Travel Set Location @  Set Nationality &

Chalise Nonurmsiprast ¥ iss Applicason (LS 160}

Confirmation Latest News
* NOTE: Visas cannot be issued from inside the Tt e e e L “m
United States. You must be physically present in e (T == S Fid 5. Embesny o Conit
the country in which you are applying for the visa. ﬁ e e
 Select your embassy location first. e e
* When completed, print the confirmation page with s ety
a barcode when complete. ER—— ——
T 1 1 1 e mteRat 938 i the LG ¢ CASLAL ReATY Yt e 3 A0S T 7 VAR O 0 et

peplasty &l rood in hedin g sne ninryview, Shough 1oy sppSenty ey ey tpr v corered The ool
L L1 gihe mPrer i s e el el B wrila i Sl b dlise S e, Ll g i sAs
SR, B O 1 FGany Ik b L

TOU MUST BAENE tha conferrabon pege and T Aofiemesg dorer=pile] = vou +1 88 Mxpa dwreg e seesorbon
premeiy

Wi

Weu rraw she provide sry sddiory] docuerandy vow dorl will poor powr coe
Instructions

YO HUST SUBMIT tha: confamabios pege sk o dasr srd hpibls barrods 51 tha e of joer dwrias. W yon da mot
kv oew 3 8 prinder @ B S sokict S opfion B0 e o confirmaios aaga 1 80 omad addrrE. Fou P
pri=d e el g gl dlisin Por i pee eeopnls . TR D) MGIT rerd B gl Won ppple afipa. o ey bevn gl By

Plbbih Pl O pla il B J B il M ot i oS0 EPLMT prifan Pidivd bl Wb il Sepfelal SRk, b e vy ] il
BARANN] T et BRRRIFOCR. ThHE Map 4 o0 S MIATOOHED mah B rAld BPROEDOS ICOREL Fldie W
wewr conndry's Bropinsfy Sobaduly Vo snw ohhar leen vow may own

I yow hawe Tarthar gursiiers, o Send pul Rhow o conlect the Conpsler Peol. plcess 9o o L]

Ml sarderaer Laaarazane m M e radate ey




A o Schedule visa o
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS Pay the visa : N Attend visa . .
: S interview i ; Receive visa
o application fee appointment (ECVIEW
Contact Us | Help | Exit

LR DEUTSCH (GERMAN) v

U.S. DEPARTMENT of-STATE

CONSULAR ELECTRONIC APFLICATION CENTER

DS-16 Ti TT———
-
1 O lp S Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) Application ID

OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 1405-0182

- . FORM NUMBER DS-160
Personal Information 1 EXPIRATION DATE: 8/31/2017
ESTIMATED BURDEN 75 MIN
U.S. Point of Contact:
. . ® Personal 1
L BerkEIev I nternatlona I Offlce— you Ca N MNOTE: Data on this page must match the information as it is written in your passport.

Personal 2

use our address/phone and the name
of the DSO on your I-20/DS-2019 Pessport . Help: Surnames

Travel : - - all surnames as
rave (e.9., FERNANDEZ GARCIA) Enter all surnames as

hd U.S.'baSEd Family member Or friend Travel Companions listed in your passport.

If only one name is

Previous U.5. Travel listed in your passport,
enter that Surname.

U.S. Contact Given Names

Address where you will stay in the U.S. Famity | Help: Given Names

(e.q., JUAN MIGUEL)

. . . T If your passport does
* It’s okay if you don’t know where you will live long- Taiing ol e i e Alhabet o ncude 3 gen

Security and | | 'FNU" in Given Names.

term Background
* Provide an address where you may stay when you
fi rSt a rrive (hotel, friend's house, etC) Q: Have you ever used other names (i.e., maiden, religious, Help: Other Names

Does Mot Apply/Technology Mot Available

Help: Navigation Buttons professional, alias, etc.)?
Other names used
Click on the buttons above A: Yes Mo include your maiden
PhOtO to access previously name, religious name,
entered data. professional name, or

any other names which

* Upload your photo while completing the online Form ST T ET
the past.
DS-160.

Q: oo yvou have a telecode that represents your name? Help: Telecode

* Check the photo guidelines on the official website



http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/general/photos.html
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us

A Complete the Schedule visa q
Hendsls g PSS Jpuisa appicaion imterve s
orm appointment

Pay the visa application fee

Non-refundable fee

* Sometimes called the “MRV” fee
or “NIV” application fee.

* Payment instructions are specific
to your local U.S. embassy.

e See the Dept. of State website
for current fees

* Print your receipt!



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/fees/fees-visa-services.html

r

Rece h
200

Complete the
visa application
form

Pay the SEVIS
fee

ive the |-
DS-2019

Schedule visa interview
appointment

Follow instructions given by the U.S. embassy or
consulate where you intend to apply.

Do not wait to schedule! Wait times for
appointments can be long during summer
months. Schedule as soon as possible!




Complete the
visa application
form

Rece h
20

ive the I- Pay the SEVIS
or DS-2019 fee

Preparing for the
interview

Check the U.S. embassy website for a complete

list of documents required for the interview.

Prepare to bring:

* Passport

 |-20 or DS-2019

* Acceptance letter(New Students) or / Proof
of enrollment (readmitted students)

* Proof of funding (financial statements,
award letters)

* SEVIS Fee receipt

 DS-160 Confirmation page




A Complete the q Schedule visa
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS : - Pay the visa 5 5 . -
- visa application (s interview Receive visa
L form application fee appointment

The interview

What to expect

* Security at the U.S. Embassy - find out what
items will not be allowed inside the building
before you go.

* Wait for your number to be called.

* A brief interview; only a few minutes!

The interviewer is interested in:
* Your studies

* Non-immigrant intent

* Financial ability

* Language ability




Complete the

77 t?eeeSEVIS visa application

Schedule visa
interview
appointment

Receive the |-
20 or DS-2019

application fee

Interview Tips

* Answer questions concisely and honestly.

* Be aware that the consulate may also
conduct a social media review. Be smart
about what information you post online.

* If you don't understand something, don’t
be afraid to ask.

* Be respectful and courteous.




A Complete the q Schedule visa q
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS 3 i Pay the visa H 5 Attend visa
. visa application [ s interview . .
S form application fee appointment HEENIE

Recelve visa

I'—"’J.i e B W P T

"“"“ﬁ‘*m

Check U.S. embassy website for instructions for
passport pick-up or delivery.

Check the visa for accuracy

e Spelling of your name

* Visa type: F-1or J-1

The maximum length of the visa and number of entries is
determined by the visa category and country of citizenship, and
is subject to the visa officer’s discretion. See the Reciprocity

Table for your country of citizenship and the visa category for
more information.




Security Checks

* May cause a delay in visa processing, called
“Administrative Processing”. Contact BIO if you
have concerns about a delayed arrival.

* Some cases may resolve in a few weeks.
Average processing is 60-90 days, but in some
cases can take as long as 6 months.

e U.S. Dept. of State Administrative Processing
Information

* Berkeley International Office security check
information

U.5. Department of State
NONIMMIGRANT VISA APPLICATION

Administrative Processing

Application ID or Case Number: [ ]
Case Creation Date: 20-Dec-2012
Status Updated Date: 21-Dec-2012

Your visa case is currently undergeing necessary administrative processing. This processing can
take several weeks. Flease follow any instructions provided by the Consular Officer at the time
of your interview. If further information is needed, you will be contacted. If your visa application
is approved, it will be processed and mailed/available within two business days.

For more information, please visit TRAVEL STATE, GOV,

Close



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/administrative-processing-information.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/administrative-processing-information.html
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/security_clearances
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/security_clearances

Don’t panic if your visa is denied!
Ask for the reason of denial in writing.

Make detailed notes about the interview
(officer’s name, questions asked, and your
answers).

Email internationaloffice@berkeley.edu and
recount details including the location of the
consulate and the date and time of your
interview.

After consulting with a BIO advisor, you may
consider to re-apply with additional
information that addresses the denial reason.



mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

Visas for family

Visas for Dependents

¢ F-2
)

Who's eligible for F-2/J-27
e Children under 21
* Legally married spouse

How do they apply for F-2/J-2 visa?

e Same DS-160 process!

* May apply with the F-1 or J-1 or independently

* Will need their own documents and copies of
the F-1/J-1 documents

* For more information see BIO Inviting Family
webpage



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/inviting_family

Arriving in the U.S.

NEW STUDENTS: You can enter the U.S. up to 30 days before the Program Start Date on the 1-20 or DS-2019.

Department of Homeland Secarity 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
U5, Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVISID: NO0O04720633

AEPRIMARY NAME

NAME Class of Admission

F-1

ACADEMIC AND
SACY NAME LANGUAGE

ORT NAME

COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIPF

SSI0N NUMBER

PFROFICIENCY

AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 9 MONTHS

PROGRAM START/END DATE
15 AUGUST 2018 - 12 MAY 2023

REMARKS

STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 9 MONTHS

SCHOOL TATION

| certify under penalty of perjury that all information provided above was entered before | signed this farm and is true and correct. | executed this form in the United
Siates after review and evaliation in the United States by me or ather officials of the schoal of the student's application, transcripts, or other reconds of courses taken
and proof of financial respons at the school prior 1o the exeoution of this form. The school has determined that the abave named student’s
qualifications meet all standards iur.lﬂ'm-ismn to the schood and the student will be required to pursse a fisll program of study as defined by § CFR 214 2(f6). lama
designated school official of the above named school and am awthorized 1o issue this form.

DAT

FLACE
FL. W

SSUED

SIGNATURE OF:

STUDENT ATTE

purpase of pursuing a full progrm of study at the schoal mamed above. | also sutharize the ramed school o release any information from my records needed by DHS
pursuznt to & CFR 214.3(g) to determine my monimmigrant status. Parent or guardian, and student, must sign if student is under 18,

X

SIGNATURE OF: =c

la DATE

NAME OF FARI

SIGNATURE ADDRESS (city/state or provinos country | DATE

ICE Form 1-20 A-B (3/31/2018) Page 10f 3

Check your 1-20 or DS-2019

Students who transfer their
1-20/DS-2019 are not
subject to the 30-day limit.

BIO recommends entering
at least 1 week before your
classes begin

Make sure you arrive before
any required Orientation
events!

U.S. Department of State
@ CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXCHANGE VISITOR(J-1) STATUS

OME APFROVAL NO.1485.011%
EXPIRES: 02-28-2005

ESTIMATED BURDEN TIME: 45 min
“Set Pagn 2
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University of Caliform:
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Preparing for Arrival

Carry all required documents with you, not in your
checked bag!

If possible, arrive during BIO Office hours Monday-
Friday from 10-12 or 1-4pm. If you have a problem
during arrival, request that CBP call BIO.

Do not bring any restricted items. Make sure you
follow rules regarding travel with medications,
food, or pets.

Medical and recreational marijuana remains
illegal under U.S. federal law. Possession or use
may result in deportation or incarceration.

It is illegal to bring drug paraphernalia into the
United States, unless prescribed for authentic
medical conditions such as diabetes.

Be aware that U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) may inspect your electronic devices.

See the ACLU’s tips regarding precautions you can
take to prepare your devices for travel.



https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-go/prohibited-and-restricted-items
https://www.aclu.org/blog/free-future/can-border-agents-search-your-electronic-devices-its-complicated

Required Arrival
Documents

Be prepared to present the following documents to the
CBP Officer:

* Passport (valid for at least 6 months into the future)
with a valid nonimmigrant visa (if applicable)

e Original form |-20 or DS-2019

* Evidence of financial resources (see Required
Funding Documentation)

* Proof of UC Berkeley admission (new students) or
enrollment (current students)

* Proof of SEVIS fee payment

Officers may ask you questions about your reason for
entering the U.S., where you are traveling, or about your
academic program.

If you encounter problems at entry, please contact Berkeley
International Office as soon as possible:
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/i20
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/ds2019
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/required-funding-documentation
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/required-funding-documentation
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
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internationaloffice.berkeley.edu

General questions: internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

NIF questions: nif@berkeley.edu

510-642-2818
Student Advising Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday (No advising on Wednesday!):
10am-12pm and 1pm-4pm (PT)

https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/student-services



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/
mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu
mailto:nif@berkeley.edu
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/virtual-student-advising
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