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Todayôs Workshop Outcomes
Å Advisors will learn and/or understand:

ïGlossary of terms and forms

ïNon-Immigrant Information Form (NIF) process 

ïObtaining an F-1 or J-1 Student Visa

ïArrival to the U.S. process

ÅQ&A
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Terms
ÅòInternationaló

Å Visa

Å Status

Å F-1 vs  J-1
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Who is ñInternationalò Anyways?

ÅVery broad and often self-defined

ÅAlphabet soup of visa classifications

ÅTechnically, any student who is not a Permanent Resident 

or US Citizen

ÅBIO is concerned with students who are on non-

immigrant F & J visas sponsored by UCB

ÅCampus may define differently
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Student Visa Basics
Å Purpose ðused for entry only

Å Stamp in the Passport

Å All foreign nationals (except Canadian 

nationals) must have a valid visa to enter 

the U.S. 

Å Visas can only be issued outside the U.S. 
at a U.S. embassy or consulate
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Status
Å Legal presence inside the US

Å Student must maintain their status throughout their time 
in US

ïHow do you maintain your status? 

Å BIO monitors and reports to SEVIS

ïSEVIS: Student Exchange Visitor Information System aka the 
government
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F-1 & J-1 Student Visa Comparison

F Visa J Visa

Å Self-funded or sponsored, 1 year 

minimum

Å On campus & post-completion 

employment options

Å PROs

ï Show less funding

ï Good work options during & after 

program

ï Spouse can study PT

Å CONs

ï F-2 Spouse canõt work

Å 51% minimum non-personal 

support for the duration of the 

program

Å On campus & post-completion 

employment options

Å PROs

ï Good work options during & after 

program;  easier to obtain & cheaper

ï J-2 Spouse can work or study PT or FT 

Å CONs

ï Lots of funding needed up front

ï Higher possibility of restrictions (212e, 

12 month bar)
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o A document created by 
the admitting school via 
SEVIS

o Required to apply for an 
F-1 student visa*

o Required for entering the 
U.S. along with the visa

What is an I -20?

*Canadian citizens do not require 

a visa to enter the U.S. as an F -1 

student, but do need the I -20.
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What is a 
DS-2019?

o A document created by 
the admitting school or 
exchange program via 
SEVIS

o Required to apply for a 
J-1 student visa*

o Required for entering the 
U.S. along with the visa

*Canadian citizens do not require a 

visa to enter the U.S. as a J -1 
student, but do need the DS -2019.
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*Total ALL International Student Enrollment: 10 Years
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BerkeleyInternational OfficeFall 2018 International Student Enrollment
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Top 20 Countries of Origin
Total Enrollment of International Students

Additional International Student Populations* 
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ϝ¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΩ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
served by Berkeley International Office and the University.

Female Male Total
% Change 
from 2016

Undergraduate 1,704 1,860 3,564 2.92%

Graduate 980 1626 2606 4.95%

EAP 135 135 270 -2.17%

Total 6,569

Female Male Total
%Change 
from 2017

OPT & AT 945 1,280 2,241 13.76%

Masters Law(LLM)
Summer Program 72 85 157 -14.67%

Summer Sessions 1,370 1,148 2,518 -17.36%

Total    4,916

Rank Country
Fall
2017

Fall 
2018

Fall 2018
%Total

% Change 
from 2017

1 China 2,279 2,448 37.27% 7.42%

2 India 572 631 9.61% 10.31%

3 Korea, South 628 592 9.01% -5.73%

4 Canada 355 378 5.75% 6.48%

5 Taiwan 161 175 2.66% 8.70%

6 Japan 127 148 2.25% 16.54%

7 Indonesia 148 142 2.16% -4.05%

8 France 160 141 2.15% -11.88%

9 United Kingdom 153 133 2.02% -13.07%

10 Hong Kong 109 102 1.55% -6.42%

11 Singapore 93 95 1.45% 2.15%

12 Brazil 74 89 1.35% 20.27%

13 Australia 87 88 1.34% 1.15%

14 Germany 91 88 1.34% -3.30%

15 Turkey 66 78 1.19% 18.18%

16 Mexico 67 72 1.10% 7.46%

17 Thailand 67 72 1.10% 7.46%

18 Italy 49 62 .094% 26.53%

19 Spain 56 62 0.94% 10.71%

20 Malaysia 68 60 0.91% -11.76%
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Top 10

Undergraduate 

Programs 

BerkeleyInternationalOffice

Top 10 Undergraduate Programs Total

1
Undeclared 1338

2
Economics 306

3
Computer Science 245

4
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 182

5
AppliedMathematics 157

6
Statistics 157

7
Environmental Economics and Policy 114

8
Business Administration 95

9
Architecture 94

10
Mechanical Engineering 88
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Top 10 Graduate Programs

BerkeleyInternationalOffice

4ÏÐ ΣΡ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ Total

1 Law: LLM
227

2 Business Administration
183

3 Civil and EnvironmentalEngineering
125

4 Industrial Engineering and Operations Research
98

5 Mechanical Engineering
75

6 Electrical Engineeringand Computer Science
73

7 Architecture
72

8 Business Administration:Financial Engineering
68

9 Information Management and Systems
62

10 Statistics
37

Top 10 Ph.D. Programs Total

1 Mechanical Engineering
123

2 Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences
121

3 Computer Science
113

4 Chemistry
105

5 Economics
79

6 Physics
71

7 Civil and EnvironmentalEngineering
65

8 MaterialsScience & Engineering
64

9 Mathematics
46

10 Business Administration
37
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Non -Immigrant Information Form 
(NIF)

What is the NIF?

ÅOnline application for admitted students to determine 

what type of U.S. immigration status will be used while at 

UCB

ÅFor F/J students, NIF is used to request their I-20/DS-2019 

visa docs

ÅIt interfaces with Campus Solutions data & US immigration 

systems to receive and send data
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Who must complete the NIF?

Å ALL admitted or readmitted international 

students are asked to complete the NIF 

regardless of visa status.

Å Those who will be in F-1 or J-1 status get a 

Certificate of Eligibility (I-20 or DS-2019) 

Å US Citizens, Permanent Residents and all 

other visa classifications (H-1B, E-2, J-2, L-2, 

H-4, etc) will be able to indicate this in the 

NIF and will not receive anything, from BIO.
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Accessing the NIF
Our BIO Website 

http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
CalCentral

NIF will appear as a Task

http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif
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What is needed to complete the NIF?
ANSWER QUESTIONS

Å Selection of immigration status they plan to hold while at UC Berkeley.

Å biographical info

Å current visa situation

Å summer enrollment 

Å Each studentõs NIF questions are customized to their academic program and visa situation

UPLOADS

Å Valid passport (and for dependents, if applicable)

Å Sufficient Proof of Funding for the program. Funding amounts will be displayed in NIF

Å Proof of summer enrollment, if applicable

Å Other documents based on their situation

DELIVERY METHOD

Å Express Mail (highly recommended, 3-5 days)

Å Regular USPS Airmail (1-4 weeks)

Å Pick Up


