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July 7, 2026 
 
To Whom It May Concern  
U.S. Department of State Consular Services  
United States Customs and Border Protection  
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
Re: University of California, Berkeley requests for Visa Expedites related to Arrival Deadlines 
for Fall 2026 
 
 
The Berkeley International Office requests that consulates prioritize this student’s F-1 or J-1 
student visa application in order to allow the student’s entry into the U.S. in a timely manner to 
begin their program of study at University of California, Berkeley. It is expected that they will 
arrive no later than the start of the instruction date listed on the student’s I-20 or DS-2019 
document, which may include emergency or expedited processing, if necessary.  
 
Our campus arrival deadlines are as follows:  

●​ New Undergraduate First Year and Transfer students are expected to arrive for Golden 
Bear Orientation (GBO) by Wednesday, August 19, 2026.  

●​ All New UCEAP Exchange students and Continuing Undergraduate students are 
expected to be present in Berkeley to begin classes on the start of instruction, August 
26, 2026.  

●​ Newly Admitted and Continuing Graduate Students are expected to arrive by the 
graduate program’s start of in-person instruction (which for most graduate programs is 
August 26, 2026).   

 
We appreciate your time and consideration in expediting this visa application. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Ivor Emmanuel  
Director  
Berkeley International Office  
University of California, Berkeley  
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