
MOVING OFF-CAMPUS 101
T H I N G S  Y O U  S H O U L D  K N O W

F I N D I N G  A  P L A C E

Identify your desired living situation: Studio, 1 Bedroom, shared room, etc. Below are cost 

estimates: 

Rental estimates provided by Cal Rentals 

Search early to find a neighborhood which best suit your needs. Most rental places are 

available at the end of semesters when students graduate.  

Research various housing sites to see what options you have: 

If you decide to share, use the roommate search tools available: 

Graduate Student Housing Facebook Group

BIO Roommate Search Tool

Cal Housing, Sublets, & Roommates Facebook Group

Cal Rentals Berkeley Student Cooperative

Craigslist

Berkeley Facebook Housing Group

Italicized texts are clickable links

https://cdn.offcampusimages.com/public/resource/msyqtml3gh_ywfatio7chmvhvpflie8uprdhxuc8d6k.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1020938924650411/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cnQkHgmxW9WqdWL49MSCvBQYs-HyXRzmcXPv9ZVW0qo/edit#gid=1767674493
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1085874754771656/
http://housing.berkeley.edu/calrentals
https://www.bsc.coop/
https://sfbay.craigslist.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/266259923468888/?ref=nf_target&fref=nf
https://cdn.offcampusimages.com/public/resource/msyqtml3gh_ywfatio7chmvhvpflie8uprdhxuc8d6k.pdf


MOVING OFF-CAMPUS 101
T H I N G S  Y O U  S H O U L D  K N O W

S E C U R I N G  A  P L A C E

Schedule a viewing. If you aren't available, get a friend to view it for you.  

How much are the average utilities cost in your desired neighborhood? Below are some 

estimates: 

Clarify 1) what is included in rent (parking, utilities, etc), 2) how many occupants can be on 

the lease and 3) availability date. 

Read the lease or rental contract in detail before signing to understand the terms and 

conditions. 

Clarify any issues or concerns you may have (ex: point out damage to the unit) with the 

landlord prior to signing a contract or lease and prior to moving in.   

Prepare financially. This will include 1st month rent + last month rent + a deposit, and 

basic necessities. 

Italicized texts are clickable links

Average utilities estimate provided by several BIO staff who live in a variety of housing types and areas.  



MOVING OFF-CAMPUS 101
T H I N G S  Y O U  S H O U L D  K N O W

P R O T E C T I N G  Y O U R S E L F

O T H E R  R E S O U R C E S

Upon getting keys to your unit, document in detail about the current condition of every 

space in the unit to avoid disputes and protect your deposit when you vacate. 

Be aware of Scams and Frauds from online advertisement sites such as craigslist.org. 

Refer to Cal Rental's Scam Advisory for more information on how to avoid scams. 

The Graduate Assembly Housing Guide

ASUC Renter's Legal Assistance Advice

UC Berkeley Off-Campus Housing Guide

Cal Rentals Resource Guide

Berkeley International Office: Finding Housing

Refer to Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board to protect yourself against unwarranted rent 

increase and evictions.

You have several rights as a tenant in Berkeley such as landlord providing safety features  

in your rental unit and addressing repair issues in a timely manner. Click here to read more 

about California Tenants' Rights.

Buy renter's insurance in case of incidents such as fire, theft, or vandalism.  It also covers 

your property when you're outside of your unit such as a stolen laptop on campus. 

Do not pay or wire money without viewing the housing option. 

Italicized texts are clickable links

Resources below are clickable links

https://och.berkeley.edu/roommate/tips
https://ga.berkeley.edu/resources/housing-guide/
https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~asucrla/
http://www.housing.berkeley.edu/calrentals
https://och.berkeley.edu/resource
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/housing_finding
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/rent/
http://www.dca.ca.gov/publications/landlordbook/catenant.pdf
http://housing.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/images/Typical%20Average%20Rents%202016.pdf

