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Get your passport ready

Renew your passport if it will expire 
in the next 6 months.  

Photocopy the biographical page to 
carry with you after arrival in the U.S.



Understanding 
your I -20

SEVIS ID number 
Log into VSISto 
view the SEVIS number

ÅStart Date 

You may enter the U.S. up to 
30 days before the start date 

Expiration Date
You are allowed 60 days to depart the U.S. 
or transfer to a new school after the 
expiration date.

Carry the I - 20 with you when you 
travel. Do not pack it away in your 
luggage!

https://io.berkeley.edu/Forms/VSIS


Travel Signature
Located on page 2
of the I - 20.

Make sure you keep all I - 20 
pages together.
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Pay the 
SEVIS fee

Pay SEVIS (i- 901) fee at least 
3 days prior to visa interview.

Visit the SEVIS fee web page 
for more details.

Make copies of the SEVIS fee 
receipt (i - 797) & carry during 
travel.

http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/

