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Intro to Berkeley International Office (BIO)
Intro to Transfer Student Center (TSC)
Intro to Career Center
Immigration
Academics & Student Life
Transfer Student Q&A
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Berkeley 
International 

Office
More than just an immigration office!
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What can BIO do for you?

￮ Advising: in - person, email, or phone
￮ Employment
￮ Financial matters
￮ Personal/cultural adjustment
￮ Immigration matters
￮ . . . and so much more!

￮ Workshops & webinars
￮ Programming: social, cultural, leadership

If you don’t know where to go, come to us!
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Advising Services
￮ No appointment, drop - in only

￮ Location: Zoom!

￮ Hours: 10 AM - 12 PM, 1 PM - 4 PM, 
Weekdays except Wed.

￮ Email: 
internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

We will be moving to a hybrid model in 
August, so stay tuned for more information 
to come! 7



Physical Location
2150 Shattuck Ave
Suite #500
Berkeley, CA 94704

Close to campus
Easily accessible by BART and bus!
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International Student Orientation
Aug 18, 1 - 5 PM PDT
￮ Receive important immigration 

information
￮ Introduction to Cal
￮ Make new friends!

Social Programming
￮ BIO Bear Meetups
￮ Remote Start Cohort Program
￮ Global Pen Pal Program
￮ Affinity Space
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Upcoming Resources

https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/orientation/first-year
https://www.facebook.com/pg/BerkeleyInternationalOffice/events/


Stay Connected
Weekly Newsletter

￮ Important 
immigration 
reminders

￮ Upcoming events 
and programs

￮ Relevant news 
from around 
campus

Social Media

￮ Facebook
￮ Instagram
￮ Twitter
￮ Wechat

Website

￮ www.international
office.edu

￮ First place to look 
for information 
before advising
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http://www.internationaloffice.edu
https://www.facebook.com/BerkeleyInternationalOffice/
https://www.instagram.com/ucbintloffice/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ucbintloffice?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5eserp%7Ctwgr%5eauthor
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/Dd6YrpMV0AIiD5I.jpg:large


Support tailored to the 
tra n s fe r s tu d e n t e xp e rie n c e
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What can TSC do for you?

● L&S 198- Transitioning to Cal
○ 1 unit upper - division elective 

● Academic Counseling
● Success Workshops 
● Transfer Community
● Mentorship Programs
● Leadership opportunities

100 Cesar E. Chavez Student Center 
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Transition              
Course
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Academic 
Counseling 

transfers.berkeley.edu/programs - and - services/virtual -
appointments
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https://transfers.berkeley.edu/

h t t p s :/ / www.fa ceb o o k .co m / ca lt r a n s fer cen t er /

@ Ca lTr a n s fer s

@ Ca lTr a n s fer s

Connect With Us

https://www.facebook.com/caltransfercenter/


Summer Virtual Front Desk: Monday - Friday 10am - 2pm
transfers.berkeley.edu/programs - and - services/virtual -
community - space

Text us your questions Monday - Friday 10am - 2pm
Text questions to: 510 - 986 - 4300

We Are Here to Help!



The Career 
Center

Employment Support
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The Career Center 
We are here for you
● De s ig n a te d  c a re e r c o u n s e lo r fo r in t’l s tu d e n ts

En g a g e  with  u s  e a rly!
● Th e  jo b / in te rn s h ip  s e a rc h  b e g in s  rig h t a fte r th e  

s ta rt o f th e  Fa ll s e m e s te r. Ta ke  a c tio n s  e a rly, u s e  
s e rvic e s

● Me e t with  a  c a re e r c o u n s e lo r

Wh a t c a n  we  d o  fo r yo u : 
● On e - o n - o n e  c a re e r a p p o in tm e n ts
● J o b  s e a rc h  s kill wo rks h o p s
● Ca re e r fa irs  a n d  n e two rkin g  e ve n ts  with  e m p lo ye rs  

a n d  a lu m n i
● On - c a m p u s  in te rvie ws
● Ha n d s h a ke - th e  o n lin e  c a re e r s ys te m  fo r yo u  to  

a p p ly fo r jo b / in te rn s h ip  p o s tin g s
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Jing Han

Career Counselor for 
International Students

https://berkeley.joinhandshake.com/login


The Career Center 
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Jing Han

Career Counselor for 
International Students

Stay connected with us: 
Working Hour: 9AM - 5PM, M- F
Career.berkeley.edu, 510 - 642 - 1716
2440 Bancroft Way

/CalCareerCenter
@CalCareer Center



Immigration
The Basics and Important Updates
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Up- to - Date 
Information
￮ COVID- 19 Updates & FAQ: 

https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/covid - 19-
updates - faq

￮ Immigration Policy Updates: 
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigrat
ion/policy - updates
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https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/covid-19-updates-faq
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/policy-updates


Fall 2021
￮ Default instructional mode will be primarily in -

person. Students should plan to arrive in the 
US to begin their studies before the Fall 
semester begins

￮ If you are having difficulty entering the US or 
obtaining a US visa, reach out to our office to 
discuss your options!

￮ University COVID - 19 vaccination requirement: 
https://uhs.berkeley.edu/requirements/covid1
9
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Arrival 
Process

23

321



Release Date
￮ Do you qualify?

￮ Currently in valid F - 1 Status
￮ Less than 5 months between programs

￮ Contact previous school’s international office 
to transfer I - 20 to UC Berkeley within 60 days 
of completing program of study or OPT

￮ BIO can only produce an I - 20 after this date
￮ Deadline to transfer is August 21

If your release date is after August 21, please 
contact nif@berkeley.edu to discuss your case
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mailto:nif@berkeley.edu
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Complete 
the NIF

￮ Login to Cal 
Central

￮ Click on the NIF 
task to input 
information and 
upload funding 
documents

￮ 10 days processing 
time from 
completion



Visa & Travel
￮ Travel is not recommended! If you want 

to study in the US, best to remain in the 
US.

￮ Must renew passport if it will expire 
within 6 months, must renew visa if it is 
expired and you are outside the country. 

￮ Since the SEVIS number will be the same, 
can use the same visa from previous 
school if it is still valid
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Complete U.S. Address/Phone Number task
￮ Temporary or short - term addresses are accepted
￮ Also update information in Cal Central account in 

the Local Address fie ld

Arrival Confirmation

Complete Arrival Confirmation task
￮ Up lo a d  yo u r I- 9 4  (d o e s  n o t n e e d  to  b e  re c e n t)
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Co m p le te  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s ib le  a fte r a rriva l in  th e  US, b u t 
n o  m o re  th a n  30  d a ys  p rio r to  yo u r p ro g ra m  s ta rt  d a te .



Continued Attendance I - 20
28



Academics 
& Student Life

The Student Perspective

5



Introducing Shan
Name:  Shan He
Year: Senior  
Major: Media Studies 
Home Country:China
Transfer from: Santa Barbara City College 
Involvement: BIO’s Peer Mentorship 
Program 
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Challenges
￮ Virtual Classes 
￮ Language Barrier 
￮ Transaction - Lack of 

Belonging(from CC to 
UC) 

￮ Procrastination 
￮ Lack of social 

connection with others 
& Campus life 

￮ Lack of self - motivation 

First Semester
Opportunities
￮ Ab u n d a n t o n lin e  

re s o u rc e s  
￮ Le a rn  to  m a n a g e  t im e  

m o re  e ffic ie n tly. 
￮ Sc h e d u lin g  Fle xib ility 
￮ Bro a d e n  e xp e rie n c e  
￮ Ga in  e xp e rie n c e  u s in g  

we b - b a s e d  to o ls  a n d  
te c h n o lo g ie s  
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Tips/Advice

￮ Meet With Your Advisor/Mentor, don’t 
hesitate to ask for help.

￮ Attend Orientation 

￮ Get Involved in Campus Activities 

￮ Plan Ahead 

￮ Time - management 

￮ Balance your study and social life.



Introducing Sam
Name:  Sam Tan
Year: Senior
Major: Statistics
Home Country: Guangzhou, China
Transfer from: Diablo Valley College
Involvement:  Potential Orientation Leader
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Challenges
￮ Prolonged periods 

staring at a screen, 
resulting in 
eye fatigue. 

First Semester

Opportunities
￮ On lin e  le c tu re s  a re  

re c o rd e d  -
p e rs o n a lize d  
le a rn in g  s p e e d .
￮ p a u s e  a n d  

p o n d e r
￮ Le s s  n o te ta kin g

34
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Tips/Advice

￮ Join the Piazza group for your 
department(STATS 001, DATA 001, EECS 
001)

￮ Forming study groups

￮ Summer internship

￮ SURF



Introducing Vincent
Name:  Vincent The
Year: Senior
Major: Economics
Home Country: Indonesia
Transfer from: Diablo Valley College
Involvement: Potential Orientation Leader
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Challenges
￮ Language Barrier
￮ Lack of Belonging 

(Homesick) 
￮ Cultural Shock
￮ Lack of Social Life due 

to virtual classes
￮ Lack of time
￮ Stress and depression

First Semester
Opportunities
￮ Orie n ta tio n s
￮ Clu b  a c tivit ie s
￮ LS- 19 8  (Dire c te d  Gro u p  

Stu d y)
￮ Ca re e r fa irs
￮ Lib ra rie s
￮ Ac a d e m ic  a d vis o rs  a n d  

Ma jo r a d vis o rs
￮ Re c re a tio n a l Sp o rt  Fa c ility
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Tips/Advice
￮ Take one step at a time

￮ Don’t be afraid to ask for help

￮ Advisors will always be there to help 
you through your obstacles

￮ Be involved in club and campus 
activities

￮ Time management

￮ Remember why you come to UC 
Berkeley in the first place

￮ Health is important so be sure to 
exercise



Transfer 
Student Q&A

What do YOU want to know?
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Thank 
You!
Any questions?
Berkeley International Office
￮ in te rn a tio n a lo ffic e @b e rke le y.e d u
￮ (5 10 )  6 4 2- 28 18   

Tra n s fe r Stu d e n t Ce n te r
￮ (5 10 )  6 4 2- 4 25 7

mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu
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