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COVID-19 Travel Alerts

See Berkeley International Office’s Immigration Policy Updates &
FAQs for detailed information and updates:
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/covid-19-updates-faq



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/covid-19-updates-faq

Current U.S. Travel Restrictions - Bad news

e Travel Bans - for any individuals who were physically present within the following areas within 14 days
prior to entry:

1.

e Wb

N

South Africa™

Brazil*
United Kingdom™ (excluding overseas territories outside of Europe)
Ireland™

The Schengen Area™ (Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland),

lran*
China* (excluding the Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong and Macau)
India*

Mexico & Canada Travel Restrictions

Entry to US United States through land ports of entry along the U.S.-Canada and U.S. Mexico borders for “essential trave

“Essential travel” includes “Individuals traveling to attend educational institutions; Individuals traveling to work in the United
States.”

III

only.


https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/25/proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-non-immigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/25/proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-non-immigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/25/proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-non-immigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/25/proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-non-immigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/25/proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-non-immigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/04/2020-04595/suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/05/2020-02424/suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-2019

National Interest Exceptions - Good news!

There are currently 3 NIE policy statements on the Department of
State’s website dated May 12, 2021, May 27, 2021 and June 24, 2021.

e Statements contain somewhat ambiguous wording. Dept. of State
has been asked to further clarify

e 2 groups: the Schengen Area, United Kingdom, or Ireland and
China, Brazil, Iran, South Africa, or India. These groups are subject
to slightly different restrictions.

e Specifically, the China, Brazil, Iran, South Africa, India NIE
restrictions specify entry allowed only for "programs that begin on
or after August 1, 2021.”


https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/presidential-proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease-2019.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/national-interest-exceptions-for-certain-travelers-from-china-Iran-india-brazil-south-africa-schengen-area-united-kingdom-and-ireland.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/covid-19-travel-restrictions-and-exceptions.html

Students in the United Kingdom, Schengen
Area and lreland

* The May 27, 2021 and June 24, 2021 statements indicate that both
new and continuing F-1 and J-1 students who were present in the
Schengen Area, United Kingdom, and Ireland are not subject to the
August 1 entry date, and may enter the U.S. prior to August 1.

e The NIE is automatic for F-1 students.

* Individuals entering on a J visa are required to apply for an NIE
through their local consulate, and as of June 6, 2021, the NIE for J-1s
will remain valid for 12 months and multiple entries.



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/national-interest-exceptions-for-certain-travelers-from-china-Iran-india-brazil-south-africa-schengen-area-united-kingdom-and-ireland.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/covid-19-travel-restrictions-and-exceptions.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/extension-validity-for-nies-for-china-iran-brazil-south-africa-schengen-uk-ireland-india.html

Entry date for students in China, Iran, Brazil,
South Africa and India

* The May 27, 2021 statement indicates that "NIE eligibility for students who have
been present in Brazil, China, India, Iran, or South Africa applies only to
programs that begin on or after August 1, 2021,"

 The June 24, 2021 statement says that, "New or returning students present in
China, Brazil, Iran, South Africa, or India may arrive no earlier than 30 days
before the start of an academic program beginning August 1, 2021 or after,
including optional practical training (OPT).”

* The wording has led to differing interpretations regarding the first allowable
entry date and whether arrival prior to August 1 is allowable for all groups (new
students, continuing students, students on OPT/STEM OPT).

* Plan cautiously. Consider suspending entry until August 1 or later OR consult
with your airline and local embassy if planning entry prior to August 1

* The NIE is automatic for F-1 students. Individuals entering on a J visa are
required to apply to their local consulate for an NIE.



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/national-interest-exceptions-for-certain-travelers-from-china-Iran-india-brazil-south-africa-schengen-area-united-kingdom-and-ireland.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/covid-19-travel-restrictions-and-exceptions.html

Special Issues: NIE for OPT/STEM

* The recent updates to the NIE announcements indicate that travel is
also allowed for students on practical training, which includes OPT and
STEM OPT.

* But, the updated announcements continue to make reference to
training that “begins August 1, 2021 or later”

* BIO continues to advise OPT/STEM OPT students who are located in
China, Iran, Brazil, South Africa or India to consider suspending entry
to the U.S. prior to August 1 OR to consult with their airline and local
embassy if planning entry prior to August 1.



Special Issues: F-2/J-2 Dependents

* The May 12, 2021 and June 24, 2021 NIE statements address
dependents of NIE-eligible “principals” (the primary F-1 or J-1 status
holder) indicating that the entry is available to: “Derivative family
members accompanying or following to join a noncitizen who has been
granted, would be reasonably expected to receive an NIE,... and who is
engaging in certain types of long-term employment, studies, or
research lasting four weeks or more.”

* F-2 dependents would qualify for the automatic NIE at the same time
that the F-1 would become eligible for entry.

* J-2 dependents would need to apply to their local consulate with the
primary J-1 for an NIE.


https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/presidential-proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease-2019.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/covid-19-travel-restrictions-and-exceptions.html

Embassy/Consular Processing Issues

* Global travel conditions are highly impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic.

* The Department of State has resumed some visa services. Visa
services may be limited, or backlogged and depend on home country

conditions.

* Visit your local U.S. embassy or consulate website to confirm
operating status and find information about appointments.



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/COVID-19-Country-Specific-Information.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/visa-services-operating-status-update.html
https://www.usembassy.gov/

Testing/Quarantine Requirements/Vaccine

Information is changing day by day. Before travelling:

* Please review the current CDC travel and testing requirements for
entry to the U.S.

* You can also review state and local guidelines for the U.S. location to
which you will be traveling.

e Students can find information about COVID testing, vaccination, and
self-sequester arrival guidelines here: Summer and Fall 2021 COVID
Guidelines for Students.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-planner/index.html
https://uhs.berkeley.edu/fall-2021-covid-guidelines

UC Berkeley Vaccination Requirement

* University of California is moving forward with a vaccine mandate. For
more information about what this means for students, please visit the
University Health Services (UHS) website to review the COVID Vaccine
Policy, which includes a helpful Student FAQ about the policy and
requirements.

* Vaccines will be available for students who need them. See the UHS
COVID-19 vaccine webpage for details about upcoming vaccine clinics.

* For information about COVID testing, vaccination, please visit
Summer and Fall 2021 COVID Guidelines for Students.



https://uhs.berkeley.edu/requirements/covid19
https://uhs.berkeley.edu/coronavirus/vaccines-covid-19
https://uhs.berkeley.edu/fall-2021-covid-guidelines

What’s happening in Fall 20217 Will UC
Berkeley have in person or online instruction?

* The default instructional mode for Fall 2021 will be primarily in-person and in
ggg:eiral, all students are expected to be physically present on campus for Fall

* The campus is aware of concerns for sufficient remote instruction to be available
for students who are unable to arrival in the Fall.

* Check the online schedule of classes for updates

* New or Initial F-1/J-1 students who began or will begin their program of study in
the U.S. after March 9, 2020 must be enrolled in at least one course with in-
Berson instructional mode. Berkeley’s instructional model is primarily in-person,

ut it includes hybrid instruction as well.

e Continuing F-1/J-1 students who were in Active F-1/J-1 status as of March 9,
2020 are technically allowed fully remote instruction if needed, but most
instruction will be in-person.



https://classes.berkeley.edu/

Am | a “new student” or a “continuing
student” for visa purposes?

* “New student” enrollment rules apply to any student who entered or will enter the U.S. on a
new F-1 J-1 record after March 9, 2020

* “Continuing Student” enrollment rules apply to any student who had an Active F-1/J-1 record as
of March 9, 2020

Returning Students

* If you are a student who withdrew and are returning on the same SEVIS record after a period of
less than 5 months using SEVIS Reactivation you are a “continuing student”

* If you are a student who withdrew and you are starting a NEW SEVIS record (new SEVIS ID), you
are a “new student”

Transfer Students

* Transfer students who exited and re-entered the US using your “Initial I-20” from UC Berkeley
after March 9, 2020 are "new students”

* Transfer students who remained in the US during transfer and were Activated by UC Berkeley
are “continuing students”



How will UC Berkeley's plan for Fall 2021
instruction affect my visa status as a new or
continuing student?

* New Students planning to attend Fall 2021 should plan to be here in-
person and take steps to request their new 1-20/DS-2019 and apply
for visas for arrival

* Continuing students should review travel & re-entry information and
make sure they have all required documents, including a new visa is
your F-1/J-1 visa has expired

* BIO will communicate any changes to you when more information is
available.



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/entry-us-travel-and-re-entry

I’m a new student and | want an I-20/DS-2019
for entry to attend Summer Session!

* BIO can also issue an |-20/DS-2019 with a Summer start date if you: 1) are
enrolled full-time in Summer and 2) you have some course enrollment that
IS fI_einbIe or in-person and 3) you actually have an in-person meeting after
arrival.

* For most students, this is not possible because Summer Session is almost
100% remote. Check with your academic advisors if you are considering
this option to see what’s possible for you.

* You will be required to provide proof of full-time enrollment in appropriate
coursework when you submit your NIF.

e Can’t do it? It’s OK! You can study remotely from abroad and enter up to 30
days before the start of Fall 2021 semester—that’s late July! (Students
undelr I'I)'ravel Ban should review the NIE rules before choosing a travel date
in July!



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/summer/full-time

s BIO still processing 1-20/DS-2019 requests?
Should | make a visa appointment?

* Yes! We are still processing all requested F-1 [-20/J-1 DS-2019 documents.

* BIO can distribute new I-20s electronically, so make sure to select that
option when requesting your documents if you want them more quickly

* |f your I-20 is later updated, we can send the updated 1-20 electronically.

* |If you want the possibility of attending in person in Fall 2021, continue to
follow all document request and visa application processes as they are
available.

* Be aware there are no refunds for visa application fees!



I’'m student returning after withdrawal, or transfer
from another school. | have a valid F-1/J-1 visa. Do |
need a new one?

* See the Returning Students webpage for detailed instructions on
obtaining the documents needed for re-entry. Current guidance

indicates that if you have an unexpired F-1 visa, you can use that visa
for re-entry.

e Students who have transferred their I1-20 to UC Berkeley may continue
to use their unexpired F-1 visa. If you started a new visa record, it’s
recommended you obtain a new F-1 visa because the visa will not
match upon your first entry on a new record.


https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/returning

What if | cannot arrive in time for the start of
Fall 20217

Late Arrivals

* Arriving after the start of instruction? First contact your academic department to see what options are possible for
you.

* BIO will work with students who face arrival difficulties for Fall 2021 to determine the best option for their specific
circumstances, including advising on late arrivals, readmission and return after deferral/withdrawal, and how to
receive updated 1-20/DS-2019 documents.

* BIO will send an Arrival Survey to new students in early August to confirm arrival dates and arrival delays.

* If you urgently need an updated I-20 for a visa interview appointment prior to that time, please contact us and include a
copy of your visa appointment confirmation.

Admissions Deferrals

* If you have been approved for a deferral of your admission to a future semester, please notify Berkeley
International Office. Upon notification by Admissions of your official deferral, we will work with you to adjust your
I-20 or DS-2019 start date to the future term.

* Newly admitted undergraduates will need to contact the Office of Admissions to determine if you have an option
to defer to a future semester.

e Graduate students should also communicate with their academic department regarding any option to defer.


https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
https://admissions.berkeley.edu/

Can | get an arrival letter? Do you need to add
an annotation to my 1-20/DS-2019 about Fall?

* Our COVID-19 website has arrival letters for students entering in
Spring, Summer or Fall 2021

* The letter states you can arrive up to 30 days after the start of your I-
20/DS-2019 (if necessary)

* If you’ll be arriving more than 30 days after the start of Your 1-20/DS-
2019, you need an updated 1-20/DS-2019 and BIO will work with you
on that.

* No special notes or annotations are needed on the I-20 or DS-2019
regarding instructional models!



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/covid-19-updates-faq

What if | wish to cancel or withdraw my
attendance?

* Notify BIO so that we can cancel your [-20 or DS-2019

e See information from the Office of the Registrar regarding
e Cancellation and withdrawal procedures:
https://registrar.berkeley.edu/registration/cancellation-withdrawal

* Tuition & fee refund deadlines: _ _ _
htt?]sa//regllstrar.berkeley.edu/reglstratlon/canceIIatlon—W|thdrawal/refunds—after—
withdrawa

* Newly Admitted Undergraduates cancelling before the start of their first
semester should follow instructions from the Office of Admissions
regarding their cancellation process:
https://admissions.berkeley.edu/application-fags#cancel

* Graduate Students should also communicate with their academic
department regarding any plans to cancel or withdraw.



https://registrar.berkeley.edu/registration/cancellation-withdrawal
https://registrar.berkeley.edu/registration/cancellation-withdrawal/refunds-after-withdrawal
https://admissions.berkeley.edu/application-faqs#cancel

What type of visa do 1
need?

Non-immigrant visa

Sponsored by your school

Allow you to remain in the U.S. for
duration of status

Employment benefits

F-1 or J-1? Which status is right for you?



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/fj_compared

Other visa categories that allow study:

H4,J-2, E-2, TD

O B1, B2, and F-2 prohibit full-time study



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/non-fj

The Application Process
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http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sevis_fee
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/i-20
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/ds-2019
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif

NIF Processing: 10-15 business days + shipping time

Visa application fees, forms and appointment
scheduling are all accessible online

Wait times for visa appointments and processing
vary by location; apply as early as possible to
avoid delays.
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Your I-20 or DS-2019

Certificate of Eligibility; Allows you to apply for a

student visa.

Contains details about you, your school, and program

of study.

To request your 1-20 or DS-2019, you must complete the
Non-immigrant Information Form (NIF).
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http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/new/nif

. Complete the 5 Schedule visa 5
Receive the I- 5 v Pay the visa . 5 Attend visa . -
k visa application hors interview ) ; Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 i application fee appointment interview

Pay the SEVIS Fee

SEVIS: Student and Exchange
Visitor Information System

Make this payment after receiving SEVIS ID.
The fee amount is subject to change, you
may pay online at and find the most up-to-
date information at: www.fmjfee.com

Print your receipt after payment!

After paying the SEVIS fee, Canadian citizens do
not need to complete the remaining steps for visa
application. Canadian citizens will apply at the
border with required arrival documents.

=1

o . A\
Ny, U.S. Immigration
P

.| and Customs

E’&—w) Enforcement m '

SEVIS Main Page

Submit Form 1901
and Fee Payment

Check 1901 Status [

Print Payment
Confirmation

Recent News and

Updates

Contact Us

Call DHS:
(US5)1-703-603-3400

Student and Exchange Visitor Program: SEVIS 1901 Fee  OMB 1653-0034 (Expires 04/30/2015)

Welcome

Welcome to the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)
SEVIS I-901 Fee processing website.

This site provides automated capabilities that support the payment of the fee for F-1, F-3,
M-1, M-3, and J-1 Non-immigrants required and authorized by Public Law 104-208,
Subtitle D, Section &41. Please continue to read below.

Please visit the Recent News and Updates page for up to date information on changes
to the [-901 payment process.

Notice of OMB 1653-0034 Expiration

The OMB number on your receipt shows an expiration date of January 31, 2015. This
date does NOT affect your I-901 payment receipt nor does it mean your fee will expire on
January 31, 2015. It is for government, internal use only.

To complete and submit a new SEVIS Form I-901 and pay the I-901 Fee, click the
Submit Form I-901 and Fee Payment button.

|Submit Form I-901 and Fee F‘aymem|

To check the status of your Form I-901 or I-901 Fee payment, click the Check
1-901 Status / Print Payment Confirmation button.

[Check 1-001 Status / Print Payment Confirmation|



http://www.fmjfee.com/
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/entry-us-travel-and-re-entry

. A Schedule visa A
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS Pay the visa z 5 Attend visa . -
¢ p s interview : . Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 application fee appointment interview

Find the U.S. Embassy
or Consulate near you = —

APPLYFORAUS.VISA inInda

APPLY FOR A LU.S. VISA

Go to www.usembassy.gov.

Check your local embassy or consulate’s website for
specific visa application instructions.

Current Consulsr © G400 INR = 1USD
Exchange Rate

Cument Rate Vald FTOFR01S
Thrsugh

. . . . Welcome to the .5, Vi=a Information Service for India. On fis -:-.-:-tsrre wou can find infarmation aboui U.E
Look for instructions to apply for a Non-Immigrant Visa syl e s e ks st i o o ke ke i omrns: [
Consulaes General in Kaolkata, Chennal, Mumbal and Hyderabad m Log inio

APPLY FOR A U.S. VISA WF
~—al

F B,

The U.S. Embassy website may link you to a 3™
party website for visa application instructions. | iz

Yo



http://www.usembassy.gov/

Schedule visa
interview
appointment

Receive the |-
20 or DS-2019

Pay the SEVIS
fee

Pay the visa
application fee

Form DS-160

Online visa application form for all
non-immigrant visas.

Select your embassy location first.

Print the confirmation page with a
barcode when complete.

Attend visa
interview

Receive visa

U.S. VISAS g 7

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE - BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS
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Latest News

What is a U.S. Visa?

Diversity Visa Program

Visa Waiver Program

Fraud Warning

Find a U.5. Embassy or Consulate

Discover America

ABOUT VISAS — THE BASICS

FAQS




f f Schedule visa A
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS Pay the visa . 5 Attend visa . -
g p ks interview ) ; Receive visa
20 or DS-2019 application fee N ST interview ‘
[ J

U.S. Point of Contact:
 Berkeley International Office
* Family member or friend

Address where you will stay in the U.S.

* It's okay if you don’t know where you will live.
* Provide an address where you may stay when you
first arrive.

Upload your photo while completing the online Form
DS-160.

Check the photo guidelines on the official website:
http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/general/p
hotos.html

Contact Us | Help | Exit

% U.S. DEPARTMENT of,STAT H

CONSULAR ELECTRONIC APFLICATION CENTER

T T————

v Getting Started

Personal

" personal 1
Personal 2
Address and Phone
Passport
Travel
Travel Companions
Previous U.5. Travel
U.5. Contact
Family

Work ! Education /
Training

Security and
Background

Help: Navigation Buttons

ick on the buttons above
55 previously

Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) Application ID S
OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 1405-0182
- . FORM NUMBER:  DS-180
Personal Information 1 EXFIRATION DATE: 8/31/2017
ESTIMATED BURDEN: 75 MIN

NOTE: Data on this page must match the information as it is written in yvour passport.

Surnames Help: Surnames

(e.0., FERNANDEZ GARCIA) Enter all surnames as
listed in your passport.

If only one name is
listed in your passport,
enter that Surname.

Given Names

Help: Given Names

(e.g., JUAN MIGUEL)
If your passport does
not include a given
Full Mame in Native Alphabet name, please enter

| 'FNU" in Given Names.

Does Mot Apply/Technology Mot Available

Q) Have you ever used other names (i.e., maiden, religious, Help: Other Names
professional, alias, etc.)?
Other names used
include your maiden
name, religious name,
professional name, or
any other names which
vou are known by or
have been known by in
the past.

A: Yes Mo

Q: oo yvou have a telecode that represents your name? Help: Telecode


http://travel.state.gov/content/visas/english/general/photos.html
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us

B Complete the Schedule visa .
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS = S . > Attend visa . .

Pay the visa application fee

Non-refundable fee

Sometimes called the “MRV” fee or “NIV”
application fee.

Payment instructions are specific to your
local U.S. embassy.

Check FMJFEE.com for most up-to-date
information on the fee amount.

Print your receipt!




Receive the |-
20 or DS-2019

omplete the
77 t?eeeSEVIS visa application
orm

Schedule visa interview
appointment

Follow instructions given by the U.S. embassy or
consulate where you intend to apply.

Do not wait to schedule! Wait times for
appointments can be long during summer
months. Schedule as soon as possible.




Pay the SEVIS
fee

Preparing for the
interview

Check the U.S. embassy website for a complete list of
documents required for the interview.

Prepare to bring:

Passport
|-20 or DS-2019

Acceptance letter

Proof of funding (financial statements,
award letters)

SEVIS Fee receipt

DS-160 Confirmation page




B Complete the - Schedule visa
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS 5 B et Pay the visa 4 5 . -
. visa application [P interview Receive visa
L o e FRPEIEE ‘

Security at the U.S. Embassy - find out what items
will not be allowed inside the building before you

go.

Wait for your number to be called.

A brief interview; only a few minutes.

The interviewer is interested in:

Your studies

Non-immigrant intent

Financial ability

Language ability




Schedule visa
interview
appointment

Complete the

77 t?:eSEVIS visa application
r

Pay the visa

Receive the |-
20 or DS-2019

Interview Tips

Answer questions concisely and honestly.

Be aware that the consulate may also
conduct a social media review. Be smart
about what information you post online.

If you don't understand something, don’t
be afraid to ask.

Be respectful and courteous.




. Complete the 5 Schedule visa 5
Receive the I- Pay the SEVIS 5 v Pay the visa . 5 Attend visa
licat [t : .
e T g wpleationfee appointment interview

Recelve visa

Check U.S. embassy website for instructions for
passport pick-up or delivery.

: P-1-00352. SECTION2AZ(E) APPLIES.
Check the visa for accuracy CLEARANCE RECEIVED 26-DEC-2007

* Spelling of your name

* Visa type: F-1or J-1




Security Checks

Will cause a delay in visa processing. Contact BIO
if you have concerns about a delayed arrival.

Average processing is 60-90 days, but in some cases
can take as long as 6 months.

U.S. Department of State Information:
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/visa-information-resources/administrative-

processing-information.html

Berkeley International Office:
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/security

clearances

U.5. Department of State
NONIMMIGRANT VISA APPLICATION

Administrative Processing

Application ID or Case Number: [ 1
Case Creation Date: 20-Dec-2012
Status Updated Date: 21-Dec-2012

Your visa case is currently undergoing necessary administrative processing. This processing can
take several weeks. Please follow any instructions provided by the Consular Officer at the time
of your interview. If further information is needed, you will be contacted. If your visa application
is approved, it will be processed and mailed/available within two business days.

Far more infarmation, please visit TRAVEL STATE, GOV,

Close



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/administrative-processing-information.html
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/security_clearances

Don’t panic if your visa is denied
Ask for the reason of denial in writing.

Make detailed notes about the interview
(officer’s name, questions asked, and your
answers).

Email internationaloffice@berkeley.edu and
recount details including the location of the
consulate and the date and time of your
interview.

After consulting with a BIO advisor, re-apply
with additional information that addresses the
denial reason.



mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

Visas for family

Visas for Dependents

¢ F-2
)

Children under 21

Legally married spouse

May apply with the F-1 or J-1 or independently

Will need their own documents and copies of the
F-1/J-1 documents

More information:
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/inviting f

amily



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/inviting_family

Arriving in the U.S.

You can enter the U.S. up to 30 days before the Program Start Date on the [-20 or DS-2019.

Department of Homeland Secarity
U5, Immigration and Customs Enforcement

1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVISID: NO0O04720633

MEFRIMARY NAME

Class of Admission

F-1

ACADEMIC AND
LANGUAGE

16 JULY 2018

MAJR X

EARLIEST ADMISSION DATE

STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 5 MONTHS

PROGRAM START/END DATE
15 AUGUST 2018 - 12 MAY 2023:

REMARKS

"HOOL A TATION

| certify under penalty of perjury ﬂm all lrimala\-n provided above was entered before | signed this form and is true and correct. | executed this form in the United
by me or other officials of the school of the student’s ap)

States after review and evaluat
and proa of financial respansth
sl Fications met all stardards fo ackmission to e schood and the seudent will be requived o pursse a fall program af sty as defined b_\- § CPR 214 2066 | ama
designated school official of the above named school and sm msthorized fo issse this form.

X

SIGNATURE OF

STUDENT ATTE

[ have read and agreed to comply with the terms and conditions of my admission and those of any extensian of stay. | certify that all information provided on this form
reficrs specifically to me and is truc and comrect to the best of my knowledge. | certify that | seck to caler or remain in the United States tempararily, and solely for the

purpase of pursuing o full program of study at the schoal named above. | alsa autharize the ramed school to release any information from my resords needed by DHS

pursusnt to & CFR 214.3(g) to determine my nonimmsigrant status. Parent or guardian, nnd student, must sign if student is under 18,

DA

ADDRESS

cityistate or provincelcountry) | DATE

ICE Form 1-20 A-B (3/31/2018) Page 1 of 3

Check your 1-20 or DS-2019

Students who transfer their
1-20/DS-2019 are not
subject to the 30-day limit.

BIO recommends entering
at least 1 week before your
classes begin

Make sure you arrive before
any required Orientation
events

OMEB AFFROVAL ND.1485.011%
EXPIRES: (2282005
ESTIMATED BURDEN TIME: 5 min

- U.S. Department of State
@ CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR EXCHANGE VISITOR(J-1) STATUS

“Son Page 1
1. Family Name: First Name: ‘Middic Name: Gemder:
MALE HO001 2
e of Birth marddrl ity o Birehr Couniry of Dirih: Ciflsenihly Consiey Coder — Ciimeariip Consiry:
3 Uslar aEl au GERMANY )1
Legal Permanent Reshdence Country Code: Legal Permanset Resbdencs Conntry: Tosition Code: Tostion:
L RMANY 215 UNIVERSITY STUDENT:

US. Address: 2259 Piedmont
Berkeley, Ch 94720-1321

1. Frogram Spansar:
University of California a

Exchange Visiter Program Nussber:
erkeley F-1-00352

Participating Program (Mfclsl Description:
PROFESSOR; RESEARCH SCHOLAR; SHORT-TERM SCHOLAR; SPECIALIST; STUDENT ASSOCIATE; STUDENT BACHELORS;
STUDENT STUD! STUDENT

uml From (mm-dd-

Perpose of this form:  Begin new program; accompanied by oumber (0} of immediate family members.

4. Kachampe Vistor Category:
STUDENT NON-DEGREE

fmm-diyyn) . 08-30-2004

To  pnmeldoy: 05-20-2005

Subjecu¥ield Code! Subject/Fleid Code Deseriptisa:
4.0199 Liberal Arts and Sciences, General Studies and
b

periad cuversd by thia fo estimated financial supparifin £.5. 31 is tn be provided & the exchange vishor by
Paracn:
Total =

Form Covers Period:

wy): 08-15-2018 ey —r—

FORM }
aweaL THe

510-642-2891

To (mm-ddyyy): 05-15-2020 e

PROGRAM)
Effecsive date mm-di-yry) , Transfer of tix exchange vistar from — e monsrd by
10 e prugrum ciod 1 e T weceiey o Wghly Aibe 1 1 contarmsty i 1 SAecvE o1 he Ml Educamonal s Colten Exchangs Ast o 1961, amenod

Siguanare of Bespossible OfFcce o Altcmate Resposable Officer Dt e 17741 af Sogratus

PRELIMINARY ONSULAR OR CER RECARDING SECTION 11 24¢) OF THE
afpape 3.

FF TRAVEL VALIDATION BY RESPONSIBELE OFFICER
TR TAON AND MATYINALITY ACT AND Lo bt A AMENGED e o 17

(Manimun vaidiion peri i une yeur)
The Exchangs Visitor in the sbors program: -sx( EFT; Masimum vofidacicn peried is 59 10 3ix mosths for Shorsderm
k.

1 [ e  he ey e eguiemenn osnihs for Camp Counselons sad Smmer TravelW

[ s i (ALE USAID PARTICIPANTS G-2-8261 AND ALL ALIEN 11 Enshmar Vishur la W gond g e e oo 1900
. Thingeck o Fiseyole ol BY P-i-4518 ARE SUBJECT TO
THE TIWO-YEAR NOME RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT )

&[] Gorurmment tnancing sador

Dz (mm-ad-ryyr
B[] The Exchenge Visisar Suills List andior

ST P O e Siaten o Respoasible Ofce o Ao Reapeasiia OTar

£2) Enchasge Viaitor i i oo saning at he gecseat ime

Home

[TryCT—

Siguatiee of Consalas o lemigration et Dt (A 535)

THE U5, DEPARTMENT OF STATE RESERVES THE RIGHT T0 MAKE FINAL DETERMINATION REGARDING 313 el Signmmert of Rerporaibly Offioer or Alisrmate Respoasible Oficer

EXCHANGE YISITOR CERTIFICATION: | have read and agree with the ststement on stem 2 on page 2 of this document.

Segnature of Applican Placs Dot -yl

PS-3019 {fermerty IAP-661 Pags 1of 2

102001




Preparing for Arrival

Carry all required documents with you, not in your
checked bag!

If possible, arrive during BIO Office hours Monday-
Friday from 10-12 or 1-4pm. If you have a problem
during arrival, request that CBP call BIO.

Do not bring any restricted items. Make sure you follow rules
regarding travel with medications, food, or pets.
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-
go/prohibited-and-restricted-items

Be aware that U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
may inspect your electronic devices.

See the ACLU’s tips regarding precautions you can take to
prepare your devices for travel:
https://www.aclu.org/blog/free-future/can-border-agents-
search-your-electronic-devices-its-complicated



https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-go/prohibited-and-restricted-items
https://www.aclu.org/blog/free-future/can-border-agents-search-your-electronic-devices-its-complicated

Required Arrival
Documents

Be prepared to present the following documents to the
CBP Officer:

* Passport (valid for at least 6 months into the future)
with a valid nonimmigrant visa (if applicable)

e Original form |-20 or DS-2019

e Evidence of financial resources (see Required
Funding Documentation)

* Proof of UC Berkeley admission (new students) or
enrollment (current students)

* Proof of SEVIS fee payment

Officers may ask you questions about your reason for
entering the U.S., where you are traveling, or about your
academic program.

If you encounter problems at entry, please contact Berkeley
International Office as soon as possible:
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/i20
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/ds2019
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/required-funding-documentation
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us

Berkeley

internationaloffice.berkeley.edu

General questions: internationaloffice@berkeley.edu

NIF questions: nif@berkeley.edu

510-642-2818
Virtual Student Advising Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday (No advising on Wednesday!):
10am-12pm and 1pm-4pm (PT)

internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/virtual-student-advising



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/
mailto:internationaloffice@berkeley.edu
mailto:nif@berkeley.edu
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/virtual-student-advising
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